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Winston chuRchill  
 T h e  L a s T  L i o n

Spanning the years of 1940-1965, THE LAST LION picks up shortly 
after Winston Churchill became Prime Minister—when his tiny island 
nation stood alone against the overwhelming might of Nazi Germany. 
The Churchill conjured up by William Manchester and Paul Reid is a 
man of indomitable courage, lightning fast intellect, and an irresistible 
will to action. More than twenty years in the making, THE LAST LION 
presents a revelatory and unparalleled portrait of this brilliant, flawed, 
and dynamic leader. This is popular history at its most stirring.

Will Rogers
Will Rogers was a true American icon. His newspaper column was read 
daily by 40 million people, and as radio entertainer, lecturer, movies 
star, and homespun sage, he was one of our most popular entertainers. 
Born in Indian Territory (now Oklahoma), cowboy humorist Will Rogers 
(1879-1935) had a “dual consciousness,” in Yagoda’s estimate. The rope-
wirling vaudeville monologist, salty political commentator, silent 
film actor, and New York Times columnist was the son of a former 
slaveholder and Confederate veteran, but he was also one-quarter
Cherokee and the tribe vividly remembered Andrew Jackson’s massive 
betrayal of the Cherokees.

GeoRGe WAshinGton cARveR 
George Washington Carver was born a slave. After his mother was 
kidnapped during the Civil War, his former owners raised him as their 
own child. He was the first black graduate of Iowa State, and turned down 
a salary from Thomas Edison higher than the U.S. president to stay at 
the struggling Tuskegee Institute, where he taught and encouraged poor 
black students for nearly half a century. Carver was an award-winning 
painter and acclaimed botanist who saw God the Creator in all of nature.
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JoAn of ARc  b y  m A R k  t W A i n
Very few people know that Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens) wrote a 
major work on Joan of Arc. Still fewer know that he considered it not 
only his most important but also his best work. He spent twelve years in 
research and many months in France doing archival work and then made 
several attempts until he felt he finally had the story he wanted to tell. 
He reached his conclusion about Joan’s unique place in history only 
after studying in detail accounts written by both sides, the French and 
the English.

teAm of RivAls
    

Team of Rivals doesn’t just tell the story of Abraham Lincoln. It is a 
multiple biography of the entire team of personal and political 
competitors that he put together to lead the country through its greatest 
crisis. Here, Doris Kearns Goodwin profiles five of the key players in 
her book, four of whom contended for the 1860 Republican presidential 
nomination and all of whom later worked together in Lincoln’s cabinet.

viktoR fRAnkl
When he was a teenager in Austria, Viktor Frankl began developing 
logotherapy, a revolutionary form of psychotherapy based on the belief 
that humanity’s primary motivational force is the search for meaning. 
Unlike most forms of psychotherapy, logotherapy encourages patients to 
look to the future and live their lives fully, rather than relive the past. 
Then something happened that put Frankl’s philosophies to the test: 
He and his wife and parents were sent to a concentration camp. Frankl 
survived; his family did not.

a b r a h a m  l i n c o l n
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harry truman
The life of Harry S. Truman is one of the greatest of American stories, filled with vivid charac-
ters—Roosevelt, Churchill, Stalin, Eleanor Roosevelt, Bess Wallace Truman, George Marshall, Joe 
McCarthy, and Dean Acheson—and dramatic events. In this riveting biography, acclaimed historian 
David McCullough not only captures the man — a more complex, informed, and determined man than 
ever before imagined —but also the turbulent times in which he rose, boldly, to meet unprecedented 
challenges.

florence nightingale
Florence Nightingale was for a time the most famous woman in Britain–if not the world. We know her 
today primarily as a saintly character, perhaps as a heroic reformer of Britain’s health-care system. The 
reality is more involved and far more fascinating. In an utterly beguiling narrative that reads like the 
best Victorian fiction, acclaimed author Gillian Gill tells the story of this richly complex woman and her 
extraordinary family. 

king david
David was a man after God’s own heart . . .What does it mean to be someone “after God’s own heart?” 
David, Old Testament Shepherd, king, and psalmist, offers an answer in the shape of his own life.
In many ways he was a most extraordinary man—intelligent, handsome, abundantly gifted as a poet, 
musician, warrior, and administrator. Yet in other ways he was a most ordinary man often gripped 
by destructive passion, rocked by family chaos and personal tragedy, and motivated by political 
expediency. 

harriet tubman
Harriet Tubman is one of the giants of American history—a fearless visionary who led scores of her 
fellow slaves to freedom and battled courageously behind enemy lines during the Civil War. And yet 
in the nine decades since her death, next to nothing has been written about this extraordinary woman 
aside from juvenile biographies. The truth about Harriet Tubman has become lost inside a legend woven 
of racial and gender stereotypes. 

III
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Queen elizabeth i
Perhaps the most influential sovereign England has ever known, Queen Elizabeth I remained an 
extremely private person throughout her reign, keeping her own counsel and sharing secrets with no 
one—not even her closest, most trusted advisers. Now, in this brilliantly researched, fascinating new 
book, acclaimed biographer Alison Weir shares provocative new interpretations and fresh insights on 
this enigmatic figure.

John Adams
Drawing on extensive research, Ferling depicts a reluctant revolutionary, a leader who was deeply 
troubled by the warfare that he helped to make, and a fiercely independent statesman. The 
book brings to life an exciting time, an age in which Adams played an important political and 
intellectual role. Indeed, few were more instrumental in making American independence a 
reality. He performed yeoman’s service in the Continental Congress during the revolution 
and was a key figure in negotiating the treaty that brought peace following the long War of 
Independence.

eleanor Roosevelt
Eleanor Roosevelt was born into the privileges and prejudices of American aristocracy and into a 
family ravaged by alcoholism. She overcame debilitating roots: in her public life, fighting against 
racism and injustice and advancing the rights of women; and in her private life, forming lasting in-
timate friendships with some of the great men and women of her times. This landmark biography 
provides a compelling new evaluation of one of the most inspiring women in American political 
history. Celebrated by historians, politicians, and reviewers everywhere, it presents an unprece-
dented portrait of a brave, fierce, and passionate political leader of our century.

mark twain
“I’ve struck it!” Mark Twain wrote in a 1904 letter to a friend. “And I will give it away—to you. 

You will never know how much enjoyment you have lost until you get to dictating your 
autobiography.” Thus, after dozens of false starts and hundreds of pages, Twain embarked on his 

“Final (and Right) Plan” for telling the story of his life. His innovative notion—to “talk only about 
the thing which interests you for the moment”—meant that his thoughts could range freely. 
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Joshua chamberlain
Recently, Joshua Chamberlain has emerged in the popular mind as the archetypal Union military 
hero, based largely on the actions of his regiment, the 20th Maine, at Gettysburg. In short, his 
lifelong effort to fashion a heroic image of himself has prevailed. Nowhere is this more apparent 
than in Pullen’s brief examination of Chamberlain’s postwar life. Joshua Chamberlain was much 
more than a war hero, and Pullen’s thoughtful book fills out the picture of his remarkable life.

George Washington
In Washington: A Life celebrated biographer Ron Chernow provides a richly nuanced portrait 
of the father of our nation. With a breadth and depth matched by no other one-volume life of 
Washington, this crisply paced narrative carries the reader through his troubled boyhood, his 

precocious feats in the French and Indian War, his creation of Mount Vernon, his heroic exploits 
with the Continental Army, his presiding over the Constitutional Convention, and his 

magnificent performance as America’s first president.

Anne frank
The first biography of the girl whose fate has touched the lives of millions. For people all over 
the world, Anne Frank, the vivacious, intelligent Jewish girl with a crooked smile and huge dark 
eyes, has become the “human face of the Holocaust.” Her diary of twenty-five months in hiding, a 
precious record of her struggle to keep hope alive through the darkest days of this century, has 
touched the hearts of millions. 

christopher columbus
Telling the story of the greatest sailor of them all, Admiral of the Ocean Sea is a vivid and 

definitive biography of Columbus that details all of his voyages that, for better or worse, changed 
the world. 50 drawings, maps & charts; 4 fold-outs. A splendid achievement and a lasting 

monument of American scholarship. The style is delightful and flowing, and the whole work is 
replete with beauty and humor . . . A supremely valuable contribution 

to the literature on Columbus.
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George Patton
George S. Patton embodied contradiction: a cavalryman steeped in romantic military tradition, he 
nevertheless pulled a reluctant American military into the most advanced realms of highly mobile 
armored warfare. An autocratic snob, Patton created unparalleled rapport and loyalty with the 
lowliest private in his command; an outspoken racist, he led the only racially integrated U.S. 
military unit in World War II; an exuberantly profane man, he prayed daily and believed God had 
destined him for military greatness.

madame curie
Marie Sklodowska Curie (1867–1934) was the first woman scientist to win worldwide acclaim 

and was, indeed, one of the great scientists of the twentieth century. Written by Curie’s daughter, 
the renowned international activist Eve Curie, this biography chronicles Curie’s legendary 

achievements in science, including her pioneering efforts in the study of radioactivity and her 
two Nobel Prizes in Physics and Chemistry. 

harriet Beecher stowe
In this landmark book, the first full-scale biography of Harriet Beecher Stowe in over fifty years, 
Joan D. Hedrick tells the absorbing story of this gifted, complex, and contradictory woman. 
Hedrick takes readers into the multilayered world of nineteenth century morals and mores, 
exploring the influence of then-popular ideas of “true womanhood” on Stowe’s upbringing as 
a member of the outspoken Beecher clan, and her eventful life as a writer and shaper of public 
opinion who was also a mother of seven.

Alexander the Great
In his lively and authoritative biography of Alexander, classical scholar and historian Philip 

Freeman describes Alexander’s astonishing achievements and provides insight into the 
mercurial character of the great conqueror. Alexander could be petty and magnanimous, cruel 

and merciful, impulsive and farsighted. Above all, he was ferociously, intensely competitive and 
could not tolerate losing—which he rarely did. 
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Booker t. Washington
This book begins in 1901, when Booker T. Washington at the age of forty-five was approaching 
the zenith of his fame and influence, and ends with his death in 1915. It is a biographical study 

in the sense that its focus is on the complex, enigmatic figure of Washington, the most powerful 
black minority-group boss of his time. A model biography, superbly researched and written, and 

hauntingly evocative of the flawed man and his bitter times...sure to be the last word on this stage 
of Washington’s career for many years to come.

daniel Boone
Brown traces Boone’s life from his Pennsylvania childhood to his experiences in the militia and 
his rise as an unexcelled woodsman, explorer, and backcountry leader. In the process, we meet the 
authentic Boone: he didn’t wear coonskin caps; he read and wrote better than many frontiersmen; 
he was not the first to settle Kentucky; he took no pleasure in killing Indians. At once a loner and a 
leader, a Quaker who became a skilled frontier fighter, Boone is a study in contradictions.

king solomon
Legends of the Bible: The Life and Legacy of King Solomon discusses the life, history, stories, and 

Scripture passages about the famous king, examining the Bible and historical record to piece 
together an understanding of his life. Along with pictures and a bibliography, you will learn about 

King Solomon like you never have before, in no time at all.

P.t. Barnum
With P.T. Barnum: America’s Greatest Showman, the Messrs Kunhardt rediscover the genius and 
vision of an unmatched impresario and entrepreneur. In vivid words and spellbinding pictures 
(more than 500 photographs, engravings, and color lithographs from 41 different archives), we meet 
a man of complex motives, a master of merchandise, an inveterate self-promoter often reviled for his 
opportunism. 
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Aristotle
In this brilliantly written popular account, the foremost Platonist examines Aristotle’s theories, 

historical background, influence, and present-day application. Dr. Taylor covers the Greek 
philosopher’s thoughts on classification of the sciences; scientific method; formal logic; induction; 

theory of knowledge; the four causes; motion and its eternity; God; terrestrial bodies; and much more.

socrates
After the execution of Socrates in 399 BC, a number of his followers wrote dialogues featuring 
him as the protagonist and, in so doing, transformed the great philosopher into a legendary figure. 
Xenophon’s portrait is the only one other than Plato’s to survive, and while it offers a very person-
al interpretation of Socratic thought, it also reveals much about the man and his philosophical views. 
Xenophon’s dialogues offer fascinating insights into the Socratic world and into the intellectual 
atmosphere and daily life of ancient Greece.

Alexander hamilton
Historians have long told the story of America’s birth as the triumph of Jefferson’s democratic ideals 

over the aristocratic intentions of Hamilton. Chernow presents an entirely different man, whose 
legendary ambitions were motivated not merely by self-interest but by passionate patriotism and a 

stubborn will to build the foundations of American prosperity and power.

Aaron Burr
In this vivid and brilliant biography, David Stewart describes Aaron Burr, the third vice president, 
as a daring and perhaps deluded figure who shook the nation’s foundations in its earliest, most 
vulnerable decades. Stewart’s vivid account of Burr’s tumultuous life offers a rare and eye-opening 
description of the brand-new nation struggling to define itself.
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Benjamin franklin
In a sweeping narrative that follows Franklin’s life from Boston to Philadelphia to London and 

Paris and back, Isaacson chronicles the adventures of the spunky runaway apprentice who 
became, during his 84-year life, America’s best writer, inventor, media baron, scientist, diplomat, 

and business strategist, as well as one of its most practical and ingenious political leaders.

William Wallace
By no means prepared by birth, education, or training for leadership, Wallace nevertheless rose to 
prominence during the Wars of Independence, leading forces which broke the sequence of English 
victories and re-energising and inspiring his countrymen in the process. While others, ostensibly his 
betters, yielded and collaborated, Wallace set an example of constancy and perseverance and became 
the Guardian of Scotland.

Galileo
Galileo (1564–1642) is one of the most important and controversial figures in the history of 
science. A hero of modern science and key to its birth, he was also a deeply divided man: a 

scholar committed to the establishment of scientific truth yet forced to concede the importance of 
faith, and a brilliant analyst of the elegantly mathematical workings of nature yet bungling and 

insensitive with his own family.

c.s. lewis
In C.S. Lewis—A Life, Alister McGrath, prolific author and respected professor at King’s College of 
London, paints a definitive portrait of the life of C. S. Lewis. After thoroughly examining recently 
published Lewis correspondence, Alister challenges some of the previously held beliefs about the 
exact timing of Lewis’s shift from atheism to theism and then to Christianity. He paints a portrait of 
an eccentric thinker who became an inspiring, though reluctant, prophet for our times.
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ernest hemingway
Distinguished by its precision, its graceful use of language, and its resonant depth, the innovative 

style of Nobel Prize-winning author Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961) radically altered literary 
conventions and influenced generations of writers. In The Sun Also Rises, A Farewell to Arms, 

For Whom the Bell Tolls, The Old Man and the Sea, and numerous short stories, he explored such 
universal themes as stoicism in adversity, as well as our futile struggles against nature and 

mortality. This evocative, sympathetic biography illuminates the events that informed 
Hemingway’s vigorous life.

sun tzu
Sun Tzu’s The Art of War is as timely for business people today as it was for military strategists in 
ancient China. Written in China more than 2,000 years ago, Sun Tzu’s classic The Art of War is the 
first known study of the planning and conduct of military operations. These terse, aphoristic essays 
are unsurpassed in comprehensiveness and depth of understanding, examining not only battlefield 
maneuvers, but also relevant economic, political, and psychological factors.

Alfred vanderbilt
At a young age, Alfred Vanderbilt inherited a massive fortune of $40 million and control of the 
Vanderbilt railroading empire. With no interest in business matters, the youth squandered his 

wealth on horses and women on two continents. None of the Vanderbilts gave as much fuel for 
gossip to the curious public as Alfred. By the time the extravagant playboy boarded the Lusitania 
on May 7, 1915, he was the subject of numerous scandals, including the suicide of four different 

women. But as the ship went down, he spent the last minutes of his life rescuing women and 
children and forgoing his own life.

elbert hubbard
From the Foreword: Very soon after starting on this work, I was asked by one acquainted with Mr. 
Hubbard through his writings and book-making, “Do you think that Elbert Hubbard has done 
sufficiently meritorious work to warrant the writing of his biography?” Another has asked, “Have 
five years spent in experimenting with a subject as hopeful and as inspiring as any that has ever 
occupied the world, produced results of sufficient importance to justify their chronicling, or would 
it not be wise to wait until some actual good has come from his work?” My answer to these and 
many other words of criticism and advice, is the printed book.
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Andrew carnegie
Entrepreneur and philanthropist ANDREW CARNEGIE (1835-1919) was born in Scotland and 
emigrated to America as a teenager. His Carnegie Steel Company launched the steel industry in 

Pittsburgh, and after its sale to J.P. Morgan, he devoted his life to philanthropic causes. His 
charitable organizations built more than 2,500 public libraries around the world, and gave away 

more than $350 million during his lifetime.

John d. Rockefeller
While providing abundant new evidence of Rockefeller’s misdeeds, Chernow discards the 
stereotype of the cold-blooded monster to sketch an unforgettably human portrait of a quirky, 
eccentric original. A devout Baptist and temperance advocate, Rockefeller gave money more 
generously—his chosen philanthropies included the Rockefeller Foundation, the University of 
Chicago, and what is today Rockefeller University—than anyone before him.

orville & Wilbur Wright
Definitive, highly regarded study tells the full story of the brothers’ lives and work — before, 

during and after the historic flight at Kitty Hawk: early experiments and glider flights on 
Indiana sand dunes, exhilarating days on North Carolina’s Outer Banks, the bitter patent fight that 

followed, Wilbur’s untimely death, and more.

Geronimo
In the early 1900s, when Geronimo was taken prisoner, Barrett commissioned an interpreter to 
interview the Native American warrior. Told in his own words, this is the story of his life and 
people. The revised edition includes the 1906 preface by Barrett; a 33 page introduction by Turner; 
a “Note on the Text,” which describes the genesis of the book; a map, “Apache Country, 1865-1886”; 
a bibliography; and a generous collection of photographs showing both Geronimo at various stages 
in his life, and other people of his times. 
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sitting Bull
Ernie LaPointe is the great-grandson of the famous Hunkpapa Lakota chief, and he presents the 

family tales and memories told to him about his great-grandfather. In many ways the oral history 
differs from what has become the standard and widely accepted biography of Sitting Bull. LaPointe 

explains the discrepancies, how they occurred, and why he wants to tell his story of 
Tatanka Iyotake.

George Armstrong custer
Lt. Col. George Armstrong Custer was only 36 years old when he rode up the ridge above the Little 
Bighorn River and into history and legend. The dramatic circumstances of his last battle produced 
a never-ending stream of speculation about that summer day in 1876. This new brief biography 
brings Custer’s entire life into focus, from his small-town upbringing through his war career to his 
life, and death, on the plains.

Robert e. lee
Douglas Southall Freeman’s Pulitzer-Prize-winning biography of Robert E. Lee was greeted with 

critical acclaim when it was first published in 1935. Stephen Vincent Benet said, “There is a 
monument—and a fine one—to Robert E. Lee at Lexington. But this one, I think, will last as long.” 

This reissue of Richard Harwell’s abridgement fulfills Benet’s prophecy, chronicling all the major 
aspects and highlights of the general’s military career, from his stunning accomplishments in the 

Mexican War to the humbling surrender to Appomattox.

ulysses s. Grant
In this comprehensive biography, Jean Edward Smith reconciles these conflicting assessments of 
Grant’s life. He argues convincingly that Grant is greatly underrated as a president. Following the 
turmoil of Andrew Johnson’s administration, Grant guided the nation through the post-Civil War 
era, overseeing Reconstruction in the South and enforcing the freedoms of new African-Ameri-
can citizens. His presidential accomplishments were as considerable as his military victories, says 
Smith, for the same strength of character that made him successful on the battlefield also charac-
terized his years in the White House.
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Andrew Jackson
An orphan at a young age and without formal education or the family lineage of the Founding 
Fathers, Jackson showed that the Presidency was not the exclusive province of the wealthy and 

the well-born but could truly be held by a man of the people. On a majestic, sweeping scale 
Brands re-creates Jackson’s rise from his hardscrabble roots to his days as frontier lawyer, then on 

to his heroic victory in the Battle of New Orleans, and finally to the White House.

Jefferson davis
Jefferson Davis initially did not wish to leave the Union—as the son of a veteran of the 
American Revolution and as a soldier and senator, he considered himself a patriot. William J. 
Cooper shows us how Davis’ initial reluctance turned into absolute commitment to the 
Confederacy. He provides a thorough account of Davis’ life, both as the Confederate President and 
in the years before and after the war. Elegantly written and impeccably researched, Jefferson Davis, 
American is the definitive examination of one of the most enigmatic figures in our nation’s history.

dwight eisenhower
In his magisterial bestseller FDR, Jean Edward Smith gave us a fresh, modern look at one of the 
most indelible figures in American history. Now this peerless biographer returns with a new life 

of Dwight D. Eisenhower that is as full, rich, and revealing as anything ever written about 
America’s thirty-fourth president. As America searches for new heroes to lead it out of its 

present-day predicaments, Jean Edward Smith’s achievement lies in reintroducing us to a hero 
from the past whose virtues have become clouded in the mists of history.

dale carnegie
Dale Carnegie was born in rural Missouri, his father a poor farmer, his mother a successful 
preacher. To make ends meet he tried his hand at various sales jobs, and his failure to convince 
his customers to buy what he had to offer eventually became the fuel behind his future glory. 
Carnegie quickly figured out that something was amiss in American education and in the ways 
businesspeople related to each other. What he discovered was as simple as it was 
profound: Understanding people’s needs and desires is paramount in any successful enterprise.
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